
                                                                                               
 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

This is an opportunity for you to demand that we, as citizens of Cornwall, are treated fairly 

and given our just due by central Government. Please sign our petition here. 

 

Cornwall for Change represents the interests of over 70 town and parish councils who have 

expressed strong concern over the governance of Cornwall, where 25% of households are on 

the edge of poverty. In order for us to improve our financial situation, Cornwall and the 

Isles of Scilly were due to receive £458m from the European Commission during the period 

2014-2020. So far we’ve not had a penny, yet money has already been transferred from 

Brussels to London and is held by the Department of Communities and Local Government 

(DCLG).  

 

According to the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR), the South-East of England 

receives £5426 per capita of the spending from Government on infrastructure, compared to 

just £474 in the South-West. That’s a ratio of 11:1. 

 

Cornwall Council’s total debt in January 2015 (not including their pension fund deficit of 

£369m) was £826m and interest on this is being repaid at £58m per annum. This is clearly 

unsustainable and must be reduced as a matter of urgency. 

 

We therefore propose the immediate transfer of all EU monies due to Cornwall, to be held 

by a trusted body such as the established charity Cornwall Community Foundation (CCF). 

The bulk of the capital should then be used to reduce Cornwall Council’s debt (and thus 

interest payments) with immediate effect. The Foundation may also be asked to establish 

an ‘evergreen’ fund from an agreed amount of the capital. This fund would invest in local 

businesses in such a way that the capital remains available for future generations.  

 

A petition to respectfully demand the transfer of EU monies from DCLG has opened  at 

http://wp.cornwallforchange.org and will close on the 20th July, before preparations for 

wider negotiations with the EU commence.  

 

Please sign it and encourage your friends to sign it too, Cornwall depends on you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Cornwall for Change, A Change for Cornwall 


